
volume xxxvii issue viJune 16, 2014

get connected.
@CHSWingspan
chswingspan.com

Retiring teachers say 
their final goodbyes.

Soaring to 
New Heights
Seniors step up to the plate for 
next year’s sports teams.The Last 

Farewell
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News
F ASH

This summer, Principal Claire Hafets has decided to improve Centennial with a few renovations. While the school is 
closed, hallways will be painted, except for the class murals. Many rooms, including the band and choir room, will be 
getting new carpeting and floors. Due to the school not receiving full renovations until 2024, Hafets aims for the school 
to look nice, and still keep improving until then.  
     “We want our staff and students to walk into Centennial and be proud of where they are,” said Hafets. She has been 
working hard since last July to improve the school to the best it can be, and will continue with her mission in the years 
to come. 
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A s  W e  S a y  G o o d b y e  t o  S e n i o r s ,  W e  W e l c o m e 
R i s i n g  F r e s h m e n
Every year, incoming freshmen from three middle schools arrive to Centennial to take a tour of the school and familiar-
ize themselves with what they will witness in their first year of high school. On June 5, current freshmen at the school 
accompanied eighth graders from Ellicott Mills and Dunloggin middle schools, guiding them through the halls.                       
     The current freshmen were chosen to be tour guides by applying for the position as a panel of teachers reviewed the 
list. Eighth graders from Burleigh Manor Middle School arrived at Centennial on June 9. As the students got to expe-
rience what high school will be like, many groups from Centennial, such as Senior and Junior Dance Companies, Drill 
Team, choir, Color Guard, orchestra and the theatre department, performed their skills in the auditorium, giving the 
eighth graders ideas about what they would want to participate in during their years of high school. There were display 
boards throughout the auditorium promoting the many clubs of Centennial as well. 

June 24-25    Katy Perry and Capital Cities 
           Concert at Verizon Center

June 27    Transformers: Age of Extinction

July 7    Jay-Z and Beyonce Concert at M&T  
         Bank Stadium

July 14    Justin Timberlake Concert at 
         Baltimore Arena

July 18    Fall Out Boy and Paramore Concert   
   at Merriweather Post Pavillion

July 25    Step Up: All In

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s  T h i s  S u m m e r
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All opinions expressed within 
the pages of the Opinion sec-

tion of The Wingspan are those 
of the individual writers and 
do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the staff in its entire-

ty, its adviser, or the school. 

Editorial
June 16, 2014

With summer only days 
away, everyone is gearing 
up for two months of fun, 
sun and spending weeks 
binge-watching TV in the 
dark. While it’s only too 
easy to immerse ourselves 
in movies and dramas or get 
lost in the myriad of 
cat videos on You-
Tube, we all need 
to put our favorite 
websites to use and 
learn something 
about the world.
     It’s tempting to 
spend our brief stint 
of freedom hiding 
from reality, but we have to 
keep in mind that, although 
we’ve escaped confinement 
for now, we aren’t fugitives. 
Just because we can spend 
two months doing nothing 
but sleeping and getting 
wrapped up in our own 
worlds, it doesn’t mean we 
have to.
     It’s important to take time 
during the summer to ex-
pand our horizons beyond 
the familiar and the fiction-
al, to take a step outside of 
our comfort zones and find 
something new with which 
to connect. It may seem like 
a buzz kill to spend time 
learning (ugh) over summer 
vacation, but even a few 
minutes looking over news 
headlines goes a long way 
towards helping our chanc-

course, to go out and actu-
ally experience it, that is not 
always a realistic goal for the 
average high schooler with 
a part-time job and college 
tuition to think about. How-
ever, as the expectations of 
global awareness increase 
with the rise in connected-
ness, so do the opportunities 
to experience the world 
easily.

     Social media and 
instant streaming sites 
have the potential to 
draw us into the lives 
of our friends or the 
lives of our favorite 
fictional characters, 
but they can also help 
us explore more of the 
world than we ever 

could by travelling. Wheth-
er it’s reading headlines on 
Twitter, delving into dis-
cussions about social issues 
on Tumblr or watching a 
50-minute documentary 
about the shark superhigh-
way on Netflix, expanding 
our awareness of the world 
has never been easier.
     We all need to spend 
a little time this summer 
discovering something new; 
whether it’s from the streets 
of Berlin or the comfort of a 
couch, taking the initiative 
to find out more will not 
only make us well-rounded, 
but also send a message to 
colleges and employers alike 
that we’re ready to be part of 
the global network.

es of being successful and 
not winding up sleeping in 
our parents’ basement until 
we’re 43.
     In our increasingly 
global world, it is becoming 
a necessity instead of an 
advantage to be aware of 
the different cultures and 
experiences waiting outside 
our borders. While most 
of us are, understandably, 

more concerned with our 
own lives than the finer 
points of the socio-political 
atmosphere in Nauru, that 
doesn’t mean we should shut 
ourselves off from anything 
with which we don’t have 
direct contact. 
     Even something as far 
removed from ourselves as 
the life story of a sushi chef 
in Tokyo can be beneficial 
for us to learn about. While 
it may seem like learning 
about people we’re never 
going to meet or places we’re 
never going to go is point-
less, it’s impossible to know 
where we’ll end up-- not to 
mention that colleges love 
to see globally conscious 
individuals.
     While the best way to 
experience the world is, of 

A Global Perspective
Around the in 80 Episodes

miranda mason
co-editor in chief

We all need to spend a little 
time this  summer 

discovering 
something new.
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Seniors Aren’t the Only Ones Leaving
maryam elhabashy
feature writer

Every year, Centennial says 
goodbye to a class of seniors 
who has survived through 
the madness of Centennial 
for four years. 
     However, this year, there 
is a group of people that has 
absorbed our high school’s 
atmosphere for a lot longer 
than four years. These peo-
ple have devoted numerous 
years to educating Eagles 
that have come, gone and 
succeeded; Alan Dodds, 
Gregory Smith and William 
Klingaman are among the 
staff members retiring this 
year. This year’s retirees 
have defined commitment 
and devotion since they 
began their careers at Cen-
tennial. 
     Dodds has served as a 
teacher at Centennial for 

37 years. “I wouldn’t have 
wanted to teach anywhere 
else.” However, he wasn’t 
always the gym teacher and 
coach that we know him to 
be. 
     “There was a period of 
time when I taught eight 
years of math,” Dodds said. 
“One year I taught two 
sections of consumer math.” 
Dodds isn’t the only one 
who has taught numerous 
subjects.
     Smith has served as a 
Howard County special 
educator for 34 years. He 
has also co-taught technol-
ogy, English, math, science 
and social studies. “Work-
ing with the great staff of 
professionals has been out-
standing, and the students 
have been a joy,” said Smith.
     Klingaman had a slightly 
different career than Dodds 
and Smith.  Retiring after 21 
years at Centennial, Klin-
gaman began as an English 
teacher and then proceeded 
to teach advanced levels of 
history and humanities. 
     “My experience at Cen-
tennial was quite enjoyable 
and rewarding; my favorite 
memories were of the times 
my own son and daughter 
were students here.”  
     Senior Hannah Lee, one 
of Klingaman’s students said 
that “Dr. K is the best teach-
er I ever had. I will most 

definitely miss Dr. K and his 
amazing class.”
     Principal Claire Hafets 
expressed great gratification 
for the teachers’ services. 
“These teachers showed 
compassion, were collabo-
rative with their colleagues 
and provided leadership to 
their departments and the 
school.”
     Like our graduates, the 
retirees are looking forward 
to a well-deserved break.  
Smith isn’t looking to stick 
around. “Projects that have 
been on the back burner for 
years will now be attended 
to and hopefully complet-
ed,” Smith said.  “Travel 
is also in the future with 
short trips planned for the 
remainder of this year and 
longer ones in the years to 
follow.”
     “It wasn’t that long ago 
that retirement still seemed 
far off,” said Dodds. “I am 
ready to enjoy more time 
to do the things I want or 

need to do without time 
constraints.  I still plan to 
coach cross country and 
track & field, so I will still 
be connected to Centennial 
on a regular basis.”
     Klingaman said, “I want 
to get back to doing my own 
research and writing, and 
to travel to all the places 
I’ve never had time to go 
before.”
     A party was held on 
June 11, 2014 to honor the 
retirees and their services. 
Hafets commented, “It will 
be very difficult to replace 
these individuals.”
     No matter where the 
retirees end up, they’ll 
always be remembered for 
their care and allegiance to 
the eagles that hatched and 
learned to fly with the help 
of these elite individuals. 
Hafets spoke on behalf of 
the school when she said, 
“there is no doubt Centen-
nial will miss these people 
next year.”

Saying Goodbye

Dodds has been a positive influence 
in many areas around Centennial.  
Photo: Martha Hutzell.

Klingaman is retiring after teaching English, history and humanities for 21 
years at Centennial.  Photo: Caroline Oppenheimer.
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TAHIYAT SHEIKH TOMMY HEGARTY

FAVORITE TV SHOW: Game of Thrones
DREAM VACATION: Santorini, Greece
B E S T  P A R T  A B O U T  B E C O M I N G  A
S E N I O R :  I ’ m  t h e  q u e e n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l

MIDDLE NAME: Tarannum
SIBLINGS: Tajbik, Taharat, Tahmid
HOMETOWN: Brussels, Belgium
FAVORITE COLOR: ORANGE
RELATIONSHIP STATUS:

M I D D L E  N A M E :  P a t r i c k
S I B L I N G S :  M i c h a e l  a n d  J a c k
I N T E N D E D  M A J O R : 
C o m p u t e r  S c i e n c e ,  C h i n e s e
F a v o r i t e  C l a s s :  M a d r i g a l s

FAVORITE MOVIE: Pirates of the Caribbean 
FUN FACT: I was born with six toes on one foot!
W H A T  W O U L D  Y O U  D O  W I T H  A 
M I L L I O N  D O L L A R S ?  Travel the world

FAVORITE TEACHER: McCaslin

H E R O :
A l a h  T u r i n g

Design: Amanda Ali.

Single...and ready to mingle

FUN FACT:
I skipped first grade; I should be a Junior

SENIORS OF THE MONTHSeniors Aren’t the Only Ones Leaving
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Final Exams
After seniors have graduated 
and the level of activity in 
classes begins to wind down 
for the remaining students, 
it is tempting to give up on 
final exams and leave the 
test blank or fill in the same 
answer for every single 
question. Although this 
behavior may not actual-
ly change a student’s final 
grade, it demonstrates a lack 
of integrity and respect for 
both the teacher and the 
class.
     By intentionally failing 
a final exam, the student 
informs the teacher that he 
or she would rather sit still 
and do absolutely nothing 

than demonstrate what has 
been taught for the past nine 
months of class. By placing 
importance on a single letter 
rather than the material 
that the teacher has spent 
so much time preparing, 
the student is showing the 
teacher how little he or she 
values the teacher’s passion.
     Some feel that the only 
thing that matters once 
a class is over is the final 
grade. Oftentimes a stu-
dent’s enjoyment of a class 
depends on what grade they 
receive. What students do 
not realize is that teachers 
depend on the feedback of 

students when they plan 
how to teach their class in 
the future. A teacher cannot 
determine how students 
learned in their class when 
some members of the class 
do not show the depth of 
their knowledge on the final 
exam.
      Not only is purpose-
ly failing a final exam a 
disappointment to teach-
ers, it is also a waste of the 
student’s time. Attending 
class every day of the school 
year amounts to a tremen-
dous amount of time spent 
learning material relating 
to a specific topic or field of 
study, but all of the hours 
go to waste when a student 
decides not to try his or her 
hardest on the final exam. 
The amount of time put to 

waste is actually much great-
er than simply the hour-
and-a-half when students 
are physically taking each 
final exam.
     Some may argue that, 
far into the future, wheth-
er or not a student takes a 
high school final exam will 
have no serious impact on 
anything whatsoever. The 
belief that it is acceptable 
to fail any task that is not 
important to the individual 
is selfish and will likely hurt 
a student’s future. A strong 
work ethic is very import-
ant in every possible future  
environment.

     Many students feel pres-
sure to perform well in the 
intense academic climate 
of Centennial, and they feel 
the final exam is a relief 
from the high expectations 
of success. While it is true 
that students need a break 
from the undertakings of 
the school year, finals are 
not the time to slack off. 
Summer vacation is only 
days away, and, except 
for one final, school only 
requires three hours of 
attention from the student. 
In addition to this, there is 
a difference between not 
preparing out of school for 
a final and not even trying 
during the test.
     Another factor that 
students who purposely fail 
the final exam underesti-
mate is their actions’ effect 
on other students whose 
grades depend on how well 
they perform on the final 
exam. An environment of 
carelessness is detrimental 

and disheartening to other 
students who are trying 
their best to raise their final 
grade. Although not always 
the case, it is especially 
harmful to other students’ 
grades when students who 
hand in their incomplete 
final at the very beginning 
of class become a distraction 
for the remainder of the 
period. This often-ignored 
effect can  worsen the final 
grades of studious students 
with or without text anxiety.
     Students do not necessar-
ily have to study excessively 
for finals, but they should at 
least take the time given in 
class during the last week of 
school to take the exam seri-
ously. It would be a waste of 
time to spend large amounts 
of time out of school to 
study for a test that cannot 
change one’s grade, but it 
is an even greater waste of 
time to not attempt to an-
swer questions on the final 
exam correctly.

jonah drenning
opinion editor

chswingspan.com 6

Senior Michael Melnick studies for his final exams. Photo: Martha Hutzell.    
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Should students take every test seriously?

There is a difference between not pre-
paring out of school for a final and not 
even trying during the test.
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Sports

michael moore 
sports editor

Rising Leaders

As the senior athletes leave 
their sports, new leaders will 
have to emerge to lead their 
respective teams.               
     After losing a lot of 
senior leadership on both 
teams, they will look to ris-
ing seniors to lead the teams 
this season.   
     The soccer team had a 
fairly successful season in 
2013, winning one game in 
the playoffs, and having a 
productive regular season. 
     Rising senior Tommy 
Wang is one of the leaders 
that is upcoming for the fall 
season. He is a midfielder 
and has proved to be very 
skilled at putting the ball in 
the back of the goal. 
     He gave some insight into 
what the team needs to do 
to take the next step this fall 
season.
     “We need to work on 
winning the midfield and 

creating real opportunities, 
rather than relying on luck 
to score,” Wang explained.       
      In addition to working 
out as a team in the offsea-
son, Wang is also working 
on improving his own game.
     “Just [my] footwork and 
handling. Many of my team-
mates say that my cardio is 
incredible, but that my foot 
skills aren’t where they need 
to be to really compete,” 
Wang said.
     The volleyball team had 
a season of ups and downs, 
but with a new coach and a 
new crop of players coming 
in, they look to improve on 
last season’s results.
     Rising senior Megan Kel-
ley will be looked to lead the 
new group of players. Kelley 
was a junior captain a year 
ago, as well as an all-coun-
ty performer. The Eagles 
will look to adjust to a new 
system, as long-time coach 
Larry Schofield recently 
announced his resignation. 
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     Centennial physical 
education teacher Mi-
chael Bossom takes over 
the reigns of the volleyball 
program, which is a histor-
ic county and state power. 
Bossom returns to coaching 
high school after spend-
ing eight years at Goucher 
College as the head volley-
ball coach. Before his time 
at the college level, Bossom 
coached the Eagles volley-
ball team to multiple state 
titles. 
     Bossom is very excit-
ed about coming back to 
Centennial to coach. He 
said that he is excited about 
“coaching in the school that  
I love teaching in.” Since 
Bossom has not been coach-
ing in the school for a num-
ber of years, he does not yet 
know who will lead his team 
on the court. However, he 
expects people to emerege 
when the season begins.
     “It is a natural process, so 
when we come together in 
August, leaders will begin to 
emerge,” Bossom explained. 
     Bossom did state that 

New Leaders Emerge for Centennial Sports

several players from last 
year’s squad have already 
begun to take leadership off 
the court. Bossom wants to 
take a few things he learned 
coaching college  and trans-
fer it to coaching the Eagles. 
     “Basically, I want them to 
know how to set goals, reach 
them and know what it 
takes to be successful at the 
college level,” Bossom said.
     Things are looking up for 
the Eagles this coming fall. 
There is a lot of excitement 
around these teams, wheth-
er it is about a new coach 
returning from leading a 
program at the next level, or 
rising seniors finally getting 
the shot to lead their teams 
in their last season.  The 
school and its athletes have 
quite a few things to be ex-
cited about in the upcoming 
season.

Junior Captain Kelley led her team through this year’s season. Photo: Giana 
Han.

Wang pushes the ball up the field, displaying his foot skills. Photo Provided 
By: Guan Le.
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A Year In Review
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